Who Will Be Covered under a Basic Income Guarantee?
Every adult who is an American and who has legally lived in the United States for at least five years will be covered. For those here less than five years, emergency services will be provided as they are now.
Who Will Be Eligible to Receive Payments?
Each adult who files an income tax return receives an annual "BIG" or "refundable tax credit" of $10,000-the approximate 2010 poverty level for one person.
The "refundable tax credit" is available to everyone, rich or poor, similar to Social Security.
All income other than this credit is taxed. If a person has no income at all, he or she keeps the full credit and pays no taxes. If a person has income of any kind (other than the credit), he or she must pay taxes. If the income is low, the amount to be paid in taxes will be less than the credit; the person will keep the difference and receive, in effect, a net transfer from the government. If a person's income is in the middle range, what is paid in taxes will be quite close to the amount of the credit and he or she will break even (as though no taxes were paid and no transfer received). If a person's income is high, the amount to be paid in taxes will be larger than the credit received and, in effect, the person will pay out the difference in positive taxes.
The important point is that the system is universal-everyone files a tax return, everyone gets a tax credit, and everyone with any income pays taxes. There is no "means test," no work requirement, and no explicit eligibility criteria. No one receives a net transfer from the government unless the taxes on the person's income from all sources are lower than the tax credit.
Benefits under this program are paid as a matter of right rather than privilege and in a way that does not segregate and stigmatize the poor. The vital point about the BIG plan is that it involves a merger of the welfare system and the tax system. The plan is administered by the Internal Revenue Service as an extension of the positive tax system. Each recipient's grant is electronically deposited monthly into a bank account, similar to the way the Social Security system operates.
Recipients of Social Security and other federal retirement programs receive either their current benefits or the BIG, whichever is larger. 
Wouldn't the United States Have to Alter Its Immigration Policies?
No. That's a separate issue. The BIG only goes to those who have lived here for at least five years. 
